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Memories from 2024 by Tracy Young, Past President 2023-202
Coral Gables, Florida
The conference was phenomenal.

It was a great time to collaborate with all the members of FJAA, the presenters and guest. The
atmosphere at the conference was empowering. The Florida Conference ignited a powerful freshness to
connect with each other beyond the annual conference.

Each member has a beaming light to share with the association. I encourage each of you to get involved
rather its serving on the executive board, serving on a committee or simply sharing your ideas - you
have what it takes to grow and strengthen the association. YOU ROCK!

[ have truly enjoyed my time serving on the Executive Board for the past five terms. Thank you for vote
of confidence to serve and lead a profound association. It has been an amazing journey!

I will CONTINUE...

to Connect, to Collaborate, to Contribute, to Communicate with my FJAA family.
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Amazing Pumpkin History

Pumpkins are native to Central America and Mexico. Originally small and bitter, they were selectively bred
by Central and Native Americans to be bigger, fleshier, and sweeter.

When the Pilgrims relocated to North America, they didn't know how to cook this new-to-them gourd. So
the Native Americans taught them how to cultivate and cook fresh pumpkin.

As a staple crop, pumpkin was most likely served at the first Thanksgiving. But their version of pumpkin
pie was quite different from ours. Without butter or flour for crust, they hollowed out a pumpkin and filled it
with a combination of milk, honey, and spices before baking it in the ash of the fire.

During World War I, many Americans grew “Victory Gardens” to supplement their grocery rations. Penn-
sylvania’s The Victory Garden Handbook from 1944 recommended growing and eating pumpkins for their
nutritional value.

The first Jack-o-Lanterns weren’'t made from pumpkins at all. They were made from turnips! A folk tale
said that “Stingy Jack” tried to trick the devil into paying for his bar tab. After Jack died, the devil wouldn’t
let Jack cross over to the afterlife. Instead, he had to wander the Earth at night, lit by a single coal. He put
his coal in a hollowed out turnip, and earned the nickname “Jack of the Lantern.” This Irish tale led to the
tradition of carving turnips in Jack's likeness, to keep him at bay.

When Irish emigrants moved to America, they found pumpkins much more suitable for carving than
turnips, and the modern Jack o' Lantern was born.

Source: https://bartonhillfarms.com/25-fascinating-pumpkin-facts/
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CIRCUIT REPRESENTATIVES

Y ¥
N S
%\’ "&; Please stay in touch with your circuit representative with newsworthy
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15T CIRCUIT 5TH CIRCUIT 9TH CIRCUIT
CHRISTIE PICHE PAMELA ANGELETTE SUZANNE LOFTON

¢/o Hon. Chief Judge Lance E. Walker

U.S. District Court
156 Federal Street
Portland, ME 04101
Ph: 207-245-3200

28D CIRCUIT

MICHELE CZARNECKI

¢/o Hon. William Joseph Nardini
Connecticut Financial Center
157 Church St., 17th Floor

New haven, CT 06510

Ph: 203-390-6098

3RD CIRCUIT

IRIS LIRIANO

c/o Hon. Patty Shwartz

United States Post Office and
Courthouse

Two Federal Square, Room 477
Newark, NJ 07102

Ph: 973-645-6596

c/o Hon. Jay Zainey

Hale Boggs Federal Building
United States Courthouse

500 Poydras Street, Room C-455
New Orleans, LA 70130

Ph: 504-589-7590

6T CIRCUIT

DAWN SERNA GENSCH
c/o Hon. James G. Carr
U.S. District Court

James M. Ashley and Thomas W.L.

Ashley United States Courthouse
1716 Spielbusch Ave., Room 307
Toledo, OH 43604
Ph: 419-213-5555

7TH CIRCUIT

CATHY GEIER

¢/o Hon. James E. Shadid
U.S. District Court

100 N.E. Monroe, Suite 204
Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-671-4227

c/o Hon. Derrick Kahala Watson
Prince Kuhio Federal Building
300 Ala Moana Blvd Room C-461
Honolulu, HI 96850

Ph: 808-541-1470

10T CIRCUIT

ASHLEY KITTRELL

c/o Hon. William Paul Johnson
Pete V. Domenici U. S. Courthouse
333 Lomas Boulevard, N.W.,, St. 770
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Ph: 505-348-2040

11T CIRCUIT

SANDRA DE VARONA

¢/o Hon. Donald L. Graham

U.S. District Court

400 North Miami Avenue, Room 13-4
Miami, FL

Ph: 305-523-5130

4TH CIRCUIT 8TH CIRCUIT FEDERAL/DC CIRCUITS&
LENA TAPSCOTT KAREN MOLDENHAUER Court of International Trade
Diane E. Murphy U.S. Courthouse ELIZABETH DOUGLAS

¢/o Hon. Richard Mark Gergel
United States District Court

|. Waties Waring Judicial Center
83 Meeting Street

Charleston, SC 29401

Ph: 843-579-2610

300 South Fourth Street, Room 14W

Minneapolis, MN 55415
Ph: 612-664-5060

c/o Hon. Armando Bonilla

Howard T. Markey National Courts Bldg.
717 Madison Place, N.W., Room 703
Washington, DC 20439

Ph: 202-357-6622

Cathy Geier, Chair/Editor—cathy geier@ilcd.uscourts.gov
Elizabeth Douglas, Co-Editor—Elizabeth Douglas@cfc.uscourts.gov

Katherine Kassel—katherine kassel@ohnd.uscourts.gov
WEBSITE AND WHQO'S DIRECTORY

Tracy Young—Tracy young@mied.uscourts.gov
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